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ELIZABETH MARTIN, CEO

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO

                                         April 2026

Fifth Annual A Tribute to Transforming Lives Fashion Show
We Are Excited to Announce Our Presenting Sponsor For The

Sunday, August 23, 2026  |  Saratoga Race Course
Please join Barbara as a sponsor for the event of the season!

Happy Spring! As we begin to finally enjoy warmer weather and
budding trees, I’m filled with pride reflecting on the incredible
growth and collaboration happening across our agency. This April we
joined the global community in celebrating Autism Acceptance
Month. This month is a vital opportunity to amplify the voices of the
individuals we support and to champion a world where every person
is celebrated for their unique talents and contributions – an effort
that is core to our mission.

As you read this month’s newsletter, you will see how this commitment to fostering an inclusive
world is woven into everything we do, from our artists being recognized at the state level to
people we support reaching monumental career milestones. Our core values of Collaboration,
Empowerment, and Inclusivity serve as our foundation, ensuring that as we progress, we remain
a steadfast network of support for one another. Thank you for being part of our journey. 

Together, we continue to prove that we are truly stronger when we work as one.
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CELEBRATING MAURICE’S 70TH BIRTHDAY
AND 25 YEARS OF SERVICE

At Living Resources, our Supported Employment Program
(SEMP) is built on the foundation of empowering individuals
with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities to find
meaningful work and build lasting careers. Today, we have a
truly extraordinary story to share, one that defines the very
essence of dedication and joy in the workplace.

This month marked Maurice’s 70th birthday! While many might
choose to spend their 70th relaxing at home, Maurice celebrated
the milestone exactly where he wanted to be, at work. But the
birthday candles are only part of the story. This year, Maurice
also celebrates an incredible 25 years as a valued employee at
Hannaford.

In an era where job-hopping is common, a 25-year tenure is a monumental achievement. Maurice
has become a fixture of his local Hannaford, serving store patrons and supporting his team with
a level of consistency that is nothing short of inspiring.

His supervisor, Candy, sums up his impact perfectly, "He comes to work every day with a smile
on his face. We love him!"

Success stories like Maurice’s are why we do what we do. Lori, a Living Resources Career
Counselor, has had the privilege of supporting Maurice’s SEMP goals for the last 11 years. "It’s
been a pleasure working with him," Lori shares. "Seeing his dedication to his job, the store
patrons, and his fellow employees over the last decade has been a highlight of my career."

Maurice’s journey highlights several key truths about inclusive
employment. Reliability: Long-term employees like Maurice
provide stability and institutional knowledge. Community: Work is
more than a paycheck; it’s a place for social connection and
mutual respect. Potential: With the right support from programs
like SEMP, individuals with I/DD can achieve decades-long career
success.

Congratulations, Maurice! Thank you for showing us all what true
commitment looks like. Your Living Resources family and your
Hannaford team are so proud of everything you’ve accomplished.
Here’s to 70 years of life and 25 years of excellence!

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to Hannaford for their steadfast commitment to
inclusive employment. By fostering a workplace where Maurice has thrived for 25 years,
Hannaford demonstrates the power of looking beyond a diagnosis to see the talent, reliability,
and heart an individual brings to the team. Their partnership with our Supported Employment
Program (SEMP) is a shining example of how local businesses can champion diversity, proving
that when we provide the right environment, every employee has the opportunity to reach
incredible milestones.
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At Living Resources, we believe that the best days are those filled
with community, family, and great food. One recent Sunday was a
perfect example of that mission in action, as Noah, an individual in
our Residential Program, enjoyed a special day out with his dedicated
staff member, Jess.

The highlight of the day began at the historic Proctors Theatre. The
atmosphere was filled with excitement as Noah and Jess took their
seats in the beautiful, gold-accented theater. They weren’t just there
for any performance, they were there to cheer on Noah’s family as
they sang in the choir!

The power of music and the pride of seeing loved ones perform made
for a deeply meaningful experience. Looking at the smiles in the
theater, it was clear that being part of such a vibrant local event was
a memory in the making.

After the final notes faded, the celebration continued over dinner at
Olive Garden. There’s nothing quite like a warm meal and good
conversation to cap off an inspiring afternoon. Between the famous
breadsticks and a hearty bowl of pasta, Noah and Jess had the
chance to relax and reflect on the beautiful performance they had
just witnessed.
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A DAY OF MUSIC AND CONNECTION

Days like this are more than just "trips", they are the building
blocks of an inclusive, fulfilling life. Whether it’s navigating the
bustling Arcade at Proctors or choosing a favorite dish from a
menu, these moments empower the individuals we support to
engage fully with the world around them.

A huge thank you to Jess for supporting Noah on this wonderful
Sunday! We are so proud of the bonds our staff build with the
individuals in our programs and the ways they help make every day
a little brighter.



It was a full house at Sage College in Albany this semester as 11
alumni from the College Experience Program (CEP) returned to
where it all began. Across two Mondays these graduates sat down
with the current freshman employment class to pull back the
curtain on what it’s really like to navigate the workforce.

The panels featured a diverse group of voices, including Tor,
Catherine, Canaan, Andrew, Bill, Brendan, Michael, Kaylee, Amy,
Sunny, and Abby. Together, they shared a raw and inspiring look
at their professional journeys, proving that success isn’t always a
straight line, it’s a series of experiences.

One of the most relatable moments came from Megan, who shared a story about ambition and
balance. In an effort to increase her earnings, she took on a second job at The Dollar Tree.
Ultimately, the role conflicted with her primary position, and she decided to move on. However,
Megan didn’t view it as a failure. She was proud of herself for trying something new and
emphasized how her job coach helped her navigate that difficult conversation about availability
with her employer. Her takeaway? It is always worth it to explore your options.

A recurring theme throughout both panels was the vital role of the Living Resources job
coaches. The alumni were quick to point out that a job coach is much more than just a search
assistant. They are partners who help you communicate with supervisors when things get
complicated, advocate for new responsibilities or a schedule that fits your life, and find
encouragement during the tough days of a job search.
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REAL TALK, REAL CAREERS: CEP ALUMNI SHARE
LESSONS IN NAVIGATING EMPLOYMENT

Michael offered a powerful piece of advice regarding this
partnership: "If your job coach isn’t right for you, you need
to advocate and ask for a new job coach." His message was
clear: you are the driver of your own career, and you
deserve a team that helps you shine.

For many students, the pressure to find the "perfect"
career right away can be overwhelming. Amy helped ease
those fears by sharing her own resume, which includes
everything from hospitality and food service to retail and
bakery work.

"You need to try a lot of different jobs before you find the right one," Amy told the freshmen.
"Just think of each one as a new experience, a chance to learn new skills and meet new people.
You will land where you are supposed to be."

The energy in the room was a testament to the strength of the CEP community. The alumni
didn’t just share stories; they stepped into the roles of mentors, offering a roadmap for the
students following in their footsteps. They left the sessions eager to return for future panels,
proving that once you are part of the College Experience, you are part of a lifelong network of
support.
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CELEBRATING OUR ACHIEVEMENTS:
LIVING RESOURCES ARTISTS SHINE IN STATEWIDE

DIGITAL GALLERY

March was Developmental Disabilities Awareness
Month, a time to celebrate inclusion, highlight the
contributions of people with disabilities, and, most
importantly, amplify their voices.

This year, the NYS Council on Developmental
Disabilities (CDD) invited self-advocates from across
the state to submit their work under the theme
"Celebrating our Achievements." What began as a one-
time initiative has quickly grown into an annual
tradition, providing a vital platform to showcase the
importance of inclusion through creativity. With
nearly 200 submissions from across New York, we are
incredibly proud to announce that five artists
supported by Living Resources were selected to be
featured in this prestigious statewide showcase.

Art is more than just a hobby at Living Resources. It is a vital form of expression and
communication. These five individuals shared their unique perspectives through diverse styles,
ranging from whimsical pop art to intricate geometry.

Christina H. brings a sense of lightheartedness to the gallery with her piece, “Keep Calm and
Drink Dunkin”. Her mixed-media work is a vibrant tribute to the simple joys of a favorite treat.
Nearby, Cindy S. captures the thrill of success in her piece “Jackpot”, using shimmering textures
and glitter to illustrate the excitement of a big win.

Representing the complexity of the internal world, Gillian M. submitted a stunning mandala
titled “My Brain”. Her use of geometric symmetry and a balanced color palette beautifully
reflects the intricate beauty of the mind. In a bold contrast of color, Sean F.’s “Sunflowers”
radiates warmth and energy, utilizing thick, expressive brushstrokes that command attention.
Finally, Tim P. offers a powerful interpretation of an American icon with his painting of the
Statue of Liberty, using a sophisticated, muted palette and strong lines to evoke a sense of
freedom and strength.

At Living Resources, we support individuals with I/DD and brain injuries in living fulfilling,
independent lives. Seeing our artists recognized on a statewide level reinforces our mission.
This gallery provides a space where the focus is shifted away from a diagnosis and onto the
talent, vision, and hard work of the individual.

We want to extend a huge thank you to the NYS Council on Developmental Disabilities for
providing this platform, and a heartfelt congratulations to Christina, Cindy, Gillian, Sean, and
Tim. Your work reminds us all that "Celebrating our Achievements" isn't just a theme, it’s a way
of life.
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ADVENTURE AWAITS:
A DAY OF DISCOVERY AT JUNE FARMS

There is something truly restorative about a day spent in nature,
surrounded by fresh air, rolling hills, and the gentle company of
animals. Recently, individuals from our Brain Injury Services Program at
Living Resources headed out to June Farms in West Sand Lake for a day
of exploration, connection, and a whole lot of smiles.

From the moment the group arrived, the atmosphere felt magical. One
of the highlights was visiting the farm’s famous "Hobbit House." Tucked
into a grassy hillside with its iconic round wooden door and stone
facade, it felt like stepping straight into a storybook. It provided the
perfect backdrop for a moment of wonder and a few great photo
opportunities!

Of course, a trip to June Farms wouldn’t be complete without
meeting the local residents. Our group had a blast interacting
with the diverse animals on the property. We spent time at the
fence line meeting the beautiful horses and feeding some friendly,
curious equines some fresh grass. The shaggy, long-horned
Highland cattle were a crowd favorite, looking majestic against
the spring landscape. Scattered throughout the farm are unique
sculptures, including playful bronze frogs that added a touch of
humor and zen to the day.

To make sure everyone could enjoy the expansive 120-acre
property comfortably, the group set off on a golf cart safari! A long
line of carts wound through the gravel paths, carrying everyone
past the barns and into the heart of the farm. Seeing the joy on
everyone’s faces as they waved from the back of the carts was a
true testament to the power of community outings.

At Living Resources, days like these are about more than just a change of scenery. For
individuals in our Brain Injury Services Program, these trips are vital for many reasons, including
the bonds built between peers and staff by sharing new experiences. There is also a sense of
empowerment the individuals we support get by navigating new environments and participating
in community activities.

A huge thank you to the team at June Farms for being such welcoming hosts and to our
dedicated staff for making this trip a seamless success. We are already looking forward to our
next adventure!
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STRIKING GOLD:
SUNDAY FUN AT THE BOWLING ALLEY
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Sunday afternoons in East Greenbush have looked a little different lately. For the past month,
the sounds of crashing pins and celebratory high-fives have filled the air as individuals from
one of our Living Resources residences took to the lanes for a weekly bowling tradition.

Our residential program is designed to provide 24-hour support, but it’s also about fostering
independence, community, and, most importantly, having a great time. This bowling series has
been a highlight for the house, giving everyone a chance to sharpen their skills, engage in some
friendly competition, and enjoy the vibrant atmosphere of the local bowling alley.

While the scoreboards showed some impressive frames, the real win has been the camaraderie.
Whether it’s a perfect strike or a tricky spare, the group has spent the last few weeks cheering
each other on and building lasting memories.

As this month-long bowling stint comes to a close, the final game was followed by a pizza party
celebration! It’s the perfect way to toast to a month of strikes, gutters, and everything in
between.

While the bowling season is wrapping up, the momentum isn't slowing down. With the weather
warming up, these individuals are already eyeing the diamond. Summer baseball season is right
around the corner, and we can’t wait to see them bring that same spirit to the field.
At Living Resources, we are proud to support these moments of joy and inclusion. Stay tuned
for more updates as the individuals we support trade their bowling shoes for baseball hats!
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STRENGTHENING SAFETY THROUGH
COLLABORATION

At Living Resources, our mission is built on the foundation of safety,
care, and community. This month, we saw those values in action as
team members from across the agency joined forces to meet new
OPWDD safety regulations.

Effective April 1, 2026, all certified settings must maintain site-
specific Emergency Preparedness Plans, including a three-day supply
of essential provisions for every individual we support. Meeting this
requirement for all of our residential settings, supportive living
environments, and college programs was a significant undertaking,
one that highlighted our core agency value of Collaboration.

This wasn't just a task for one house or one office;
it was a cross-departmental mobilization. Staff
from different programs worked side-by-side to
pack and distribute kits filled with water,
flashlights, and shelf-stable nutrition like canned
tuna, applesauce, crackers, and MREs. By pooling
our resources and time, we ensured that every
location is fully prepared to provide a secure
environment, no matter the circumstances.

We are incredibly proud of the teamwork displayed by Joe Sterling,
Riki Gough, Myrissa Crossman, Clare Graham, Colleen Dergosits,
Imran Mohamed, Brandon Condon, Eduardo Ramos, Maxwell
Davenport, Tex Farrugia, Hazel Grant, Stacy Falcon, Miranda
Thiesen, Karen Massey, David Pepper, and Carla Rodrigues.

When we collaborate across departments, we do more than just
check off a regulatory box, we strengthen the safety net for the
people we serve and prove that we are truly stronger together.



Adept Health Care Service Inc
Zack Ahrens
Charles Allen
John Allen
Amber Alvey
Stephen and Karen Appe
Doug Ardrey
Kelli Arnold
Susan Aron
Daniel Aronzon M.D.
Sonia Atsegbua
Stacey Balducci
Alissa Ballard
Samantha and Ian Ballard
Wyatt Barquero
Peggy Bedevian
Rebecca Beers
Eunice Belleville
Jennifer Bergeron
Gene Bertsche
William and Angela Bess
Katherine Better
Elizabeth Beverly
Tim Birmingham
Elizabeth Birrell
Bonnie Bluhm
Kevin Bluhm
Alicia Bondi
Matthew Bravar
Meredith Brinkmann
Michael Buckley
Robert Budd
Naomi Bush
Business Partners
Jenna Bycoff
Tim Canavan
Angelina Caringi
Jodie Carter
Veronica Casano
Rebecca Cavalieri
Robert Censabella
Jennifer Cenzano
Meredith Chimento
Tina Chirico
Joan Chrysler
Kenneth Claflin
Carole Claren Weaver
Erin Clary
Jessica Close
Maria Colavito
Kathleen Comtois
Kathleen Conboy Schreck
Brianne Conner
Consumer Directed Choices
Beverley Cooke
Mary Ann Cooper
Ralph and Jeanellen Corvino
Ryan Cox
Stephen Cox

John Craig and Kumi Tucker
Donna Cramer-Sharer
Tara Cristalli
Cusack & Company CPAs
Robert Daggett
Theresa DeAngelis
Tom and Lisa DeByle
Lisa DeLong
Hope Derocha
Jack Devore
JoAnn DiBiase
Bill and Darienne Dickson
Judy DiLallo
Constance DiLallo-Taft
Sara Dolan
Katharine K. Doran
Miriam Doremus
Carlene Dorman
Julia Duff
Mark Duffy
Caitlin Duma
Alan Dunefsky
Cory Dutcher
Pamela Dutcher
Nora Eldredge
Jason and Alessa Ellis
Elizabeth Epstein
Jud and Nancy Eson
Francis Estey
Evolve Performance
Chloe Fahey
Kelly Fahey
Cynthia Federman
Stevie Fellows
Robin and Ed Fitzpatrick
Lisa Fortin
Gary and Ann Foster
Karen Foster
Kathy Fountain
Dan Francese
Elaine Freedman
Judi Frey
Ellen Fronhofer
Mark Fruiterman
Kate Fruscione
Linda Fruscione
Paul Fruscione
Allison Fuller
Andrew Gagliardi
Allison Galla
Brendan Galla
Gregory Galla
Jonathan Galla
Pete Galla
Erin Gapp
Lorraine Garafola
Arthur Gilbert
Carly and Todd Gilbert
Matthew Gilbert

Patricia Gilbert
Seth Gilbert
Elaine Gill
Karen Glaser
Melissa Gleason
Claire Goddard
Bob Gombel
Andrea Googas
Lois Gordon
Gregory Gosier
Trey Graham
David Green
Mitchell Greenbaum
Leanne Greeran
Melissa Groves
Scott Gushlaw
Tracy and Brian Hahn
Heather Hanrahan
Nadine Healey
Cory Henault
Leah Henderson
Paul Hennessey
Elise Hiller
Marc Hiller
Murray Hiller
Jessica Hipp
Jeffrey Hocking
Kerry Hoenig
Jim Hoffman
Catherine Hogan
Monique Horne
LaDonna Acker Huseby
Megan Izzo
Joseph Mullen
Christian Jones
Geoff Jones
Kirkland Jones
Kisha Jones
Julian Jones
Dawn Juneau
Matthew Keane
Michael Keane
Mark Kelly
Christopher Kennedy
Joan Kimmel
Jennifer Kirkpatrick
Mark Kissinger
Jessica Kloczko
Anna Knap and Christian Snyder
Beatrice Kovasznay
Joe Lamalfa
LaSalle Consulting and Training
Christine Lasch
Susan and Milton Lawney
J Lawson
LCF Grant Consulting
Jennifer Leary
The Family of Dr. Robert Lieberman
Aaron and Jackie Lieberman

THANK YOU FOR DONATING 
TO OUR 26 FOR 26 FUNDRAISER
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TO OUR 26 FOR 26 FUNDRAISER

Sharon Phillips
Joan and Richard Platt
Jamielynn Poggoli
Stragility, LLC
Devena Pressram
William Preston
Dana Preston
Frank Prevratil
William Pulver
David Putman
Michael and Laura Quaranta
Sarah Quinn
Donna Rabito
Kristen Rafalik
Christina Rajotte
Lisa Randles
Dominick Rappazzo
Mary Rappazzo Hall M.D.
Andrea Raskin
Lisa and John Razanousky
Michelle Rea
Norman Rea
Michele Read
Julie Reilley
Holly Reynolds
Julie and Mike Richard
Linda Richard
Rob Richard
Sean Richardson
Richard Rinck
Laurie Rivera
Darlene Robens
Sarah Robinson
Scott Robinson
Dr. Norman and Mrs. Bronna Romanoff
Lynne Ronesi
Elsbeth Rowaan
Paige Rueckert
David Rustin
Thaddeus and Kathy Rutherford
Denise Ryan
Beth Safer
Mark and Kelly Sagan
Alisha Sale
Andrea Sanchez
Rosalynn Sanchez
Jesse A. Saperstein
Saratoga Trunk
Amy Schaefer
Nicole Schimmel
Michelle Schmigel
Pasquale Scisci
George and Connie Scott
Carleen Sgroi
Craig Shamlian
Greg Shorter
Carol Silva
Lisa Siwicki

Barry Lieberman
Dalia Lieberman
Karen Lieberstein
David Liebschutz
Maura Lilley
Laurie Ballard
Karen Lobel
Karen Lombardi
Lynne and Michael Long
Katie Looman
Jill Losi
Christopher Lyons
Mahoney Performance Institute
James and Barbara Malerba
Brian Maloy
Jeanne Maloy
Melissa Mangini
Jennifer Manierre
Molly Marcy
Mark and Donna Marshall
Jennifer Massey
Carla and Joseph Mastriano
Monique McBean
Gary McCann
Christine McCann
Brendan McCann
Joseph McDonald
Ryan McEvoy
Bernard McGarry
Michael McGuire
Tyler McKay
Jamie Meehan
Sharon Mendelsohn
Catherine Merriman
Carol Meyer
Jeff and Trish Meyer
Imran Mohamed
Karen Moorby
Tina Morelli
Sean and Yong Murphy
Denise Murphy McGraw
Paul and Kelley Murray
Padminie Narayan
Mark Newfield
Jeremy and Jenna Noble
Jennifer Nocito
North Boston Oral Surgery
Adele O'Connell
Daniel Odabashian
Lucy Olive
Judy Palmateer
Nathan Pannucci
James Papa
Cassie Papandrea
Bruce Parsons
Kate Parsons
Mackenzie Pennick
John Persch
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Richard Sleasman
Ryan Smith
Lewis Sperber
Dr. and Mrs. Eric Spooner
Ryan St. Peter
Lauren Stack
Diane Stage-Fowler
Lisa Stephenson
Robin Stover
Matthew Sullivan
Brenda Szydlo and Robert White
Valerie Tabak
Daniel Taft
Gabrielle Tanner
Joan Tarantino
Leonard and Carolyn Tarantino
Thomas Tarantino
Andrea Tavares
John Teevan
Abby Tegnelia
Donnie Tessitore
Phil Teumim
The Stowe Pit
Jamie Thompson
John Tozzi
Margaret Van Voast
Jason Vanderstreet
Jennifer and Chris Vanpelt
Rosemary and David Vara
Shawn Viaña and Maria Keary
Shannon Vigars
Nairobi Vives
Liz Walker
Lisa Walsh
Karen Wasserman
Kim Waters
Joseph Watroba
Matt Weidman
Garry and Joyce White
Sally Whitney
Wisdom of Wellness
Tyler Wrightson
Jerry Yomoah
Robert and Mary Lou Young
Mara Zotto

W W W . L I V I N G R E S O U R C E S . O R G
1 0


	April 2026
	SHARING THE JOURNEY
	A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO
	We Are Excited to Announce Our Presenting Sponsor For The

	Fifth Annual A Tribute to Transforming Lives Fashion Show
	Please join Barbara as a sponsor for the event of the season!
	Sunday, August 23, 2026  |  Saratoga Race Course
	April 2026

	SHARING THE JOURNEY

	CELEBRATING MAURICE’S 70TH BIRTHDAY AND 25 YEARS OF SERVICE
	WWW.LIVINGRESOURCES.ORG
	April 2026
	SHARING THE JOURNEY

	A DAY OF MUSIC AND CONNECTION
	WWW.LIVINGRESOURCES.ORG
	April 2026
	SHARING THE JOURNEY

	REAL TALK, REAL CAREERS: CEP ALUMNI SHARE LESSONS IN NAVIGATING EMPLOYMENT
	WWW.LIVINGRESOURCES.ORG
	April 2026
	SHARING THE JOURNEY

	CELEBRATING OUR ACHIEVEMENTS: LIVING RESOURCES ARTISTS SHINE IN STATEWIDE DIGITAL GALLERY
	WWW.LIVINGRESOURCES.ORG
	April 2026
	SHARING THE JOURNEY

	ADVENTURE AWAITS: A DAY OF DISCOVERY AT JUNE FARMS
	WWW.LIVINGRESOURCES.ORG
	April 2026
	SHARING THE JOURNEY

	STRIKING GOLD: SUNDAY FUN AT THE BOWLING ALLEY
	WWW.LIVINGRESOURCES.ORG
	April 2026
	SHARING THE JOURNEY

	STRENGTHENING SAFETY THROUGH COLLABORATION
	WWW.LIVINGRESOURCES.ORG
	April 2026
	SHARING THE JOURNEY

	THANK YOU FOR DONATING  TO OUR 26 FOR 26 FUNDRAISER
	WWW.LIVINGRESOURCES.ORG
	April 2026
	SHARING THE JOURNEY

	THANK YOU FOR DONATING  TO OUR 26 FOR 26 FUNDRAISER
	WWW.LIVINGRESOURCES.ORG


